
  

Education Session No. 636: 
Brexit Vote - Will Britain Quit the E.U.? 

May 26, 2016 at 12:00 PM 
Zurich 

 

 

Will Britain negotiate an amicable divorce from the E.U. or is it better off remaining in a less than perfect union? 
Before Britons cast their votes in June, join 100 Women in Hedge Funds for a lively discussion on "Brexit" and 
whether the strategic benefits of bloc membership outweigh national sovereignty. Learn from Chris Wright, Head 
CIO Private Investments team of UBS, and from Professor Dr. Tobias Straumann, University of Zurich Department 
of Economics, about the potential financial, economic and political consequences if the U.K. remains in or leaves the 
E.U. Wright and Straumann will also provide an in-depth view of the potential impacts Brexit could have on 
investments across asset classes. 
 
Participants 

Professor Dr. Tobias Straumann, University of Zurich 
Chris Wright, UBS 
Sona Blessing, Moderator, Independent Research Specialist Alternative Alternatives & Moderator, Opalesque 
 
Event Details 

Date: May 26, 2016 
Time: 11:30 AM Registration. 
We will begin promptly at 12:00 PM; please arrive early. Since it is disruptive to everyone when latecomers enter the 
session, those arriving after an education session has begun will only be admitted at the discretion of 100WHF and 
the host. Please note the start time on this invite and plan to arrive early.  
Lunch will be served. 
Host: UBS 
Location: UBS Gruenenhof 
Nueschelerstrasse 9, Zurich, 8001, Switzerland - Directions 
RSVP: RSVP Now 
 
If you have any questions about this event, please contact the Zurich Education committee. 
 
This event is NOT FOR ATTRIBUTION. All 100WHF events are private events and we require that no one 
reports publicly on any aspect of them. 
 
Admission to this event is free, but there is a 30 CHF charge if you register and do not attend (even if you 
cancel in advance). No-show proceeds will be donated to the beneficiary of 100WHF's most recent Swiss 
philanthropic initiatives. 
 
If you have no-show fees in arrears, the system cannot register you for an event. You can view and pay for any 
outstanding no-show fees online from your Member Profile 
 
Space is limited. No walk-ins will be permitted. 

https://www.ubs.com/global/de/about_ubs/about_us/gruenenhof/standort.html
http://www.100womeninhedgefunds.org/pages/event_registration.php?e=1141
http://www.100womeninhedgefunds.org/pages/contact_us.php?committee=eduzur
http://www.100womeninhedgefunds.org/pages/my_profile.php


 
Biographies 
 
Professor Dr. Tobias Straumann, Department of Economics, University of Zurich 
Tobias Straumann is a professor of economic history and teaches at the Universities of Basel and Zurich.  

His main research field is European financial and currency history. In addition, he has written papers and books on 
Swiss corporate history and economic policy. He is currently working on a book about the German financial crisis in 
1931 and its global consequences. 

Chris Wright, Cross-Asset Strategist within UHNW & Alternatives, UBS 
Chris Wright is a Cross-Asset Strategist within the Global Chief Investment Office (CIO). In this capacity, he 
contributes to the formulation of the CIO House View investment strategy. He regularly speaks with UHNW/HNW 
clients and their advisors, presenting the CIO House View asset allocation strategy, derivative strategies, and 
discussing the latest financial market developments and their implications for asset price performance.  
 
Chris also heads the Private Markets team within CIO and runs the UBS Industry Leader Network.  
 
Prior to joining CIO, Chris worked an equity strategist, focusing on quantitative-based investing and derivatives at 
Aviva Investors in London.  
 
Chris holds a Masters degree in Structural Engineering from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, and is a CFA 
charter holder. 

Sona Blessing, Independent Research Specialist Alternative Alternatives & Moderator, Opalesque 
Sona Blessing is a Director on the London Board, 100 Women in Hedge Funds and is past Chair of the Zurich 
Education Committee. 
 
She is the author of "Alternative Alternatives: Risk, Returns and Investment Strategy" - Wiley Finance, Feb.11, and 
contributing author, in German, on real assets for "Alternative Investments: Analyse und Due Diligence" - NZZ Libro 
Dec.13.  
 
She is also a previewer of CAIA text book chapters on real assets. 
 
She has been self-employed since Oct.2010. Besides being a research specialist on 'alternative alternatives', she 
launched and moderates, Opalesque Radio/Podcasts as her own start-up venture.  
 
Prior to, she was Opalesque's Director of Research, and is accredited with solely conceiving, launching and 
authoring A SQUARE (Alternative Alternatives) as the research portal on the Opalesque platform.  
 
She has also been a guest lecturer on 'alternative alternatives' at the Zurich School of Management and Law. 
 
Sona has served as a hedge fund research strategist at Bank Sarasin (Zurich) and was a global market strategist 
within Economic Research and Investment Strategy at UBS (Zurich). 
 
She has extensive experience in business journalism (India, Indonesia, U.K. and Taiwan). Sona has also been a 
marketing consultant with Cadbury Schweppes when it launched its soft drinks portfolio in India. 
 
She is often invited to moderate panels, and to share her expertise as a speaker and author. 

 

 

 

 



About UBS 
UBS provides financial advice and solutions to wealthy, institutional and corporate clients worldwide, as well as 
private clients in Switzerland. The operational structure of the Group is comprised of our Corporate Center and five 
business divisions: Wealth Management, Wealth Management Americas, Personal & Corporate Banking, Asset 
Management and the Investment Bank. UBS's strategy builds on the strengths of all of its businesses and focuses 
its efforts on areas in which it excels, while seeking to capitalize on the compelling growth prospects in the 
businesses and regions in which it operates, in order to generate attractive and sustainable returns for its 
shareholders. All of its businesses are capital-efficient and benefit from a strong competitive position in their targeted 
markets.  
 
Headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, UBS is present in all major financial centers worldwide. It has offices in 54 
countries, with about 34% of its employees working in the Americas, 35% in Switzerland, 18% in the rest of Europe, 
the Middle East and Africa and 13% in Asia Pacific. UBS Group AG employs approximately 60,000 people around 
the world.  
 
UBS Group AG is the holding company of the UBS Group. Under Swiss company law, UBS Group AG is organized 
as an Aktiengesellschaft, a corporation that has issued shares of common stock to investors. 

About 100 Women in Hedge Funds (www.100womeninhedgefunds.org) 
100 Women in Hedge Funds is a global, practitioner-driven non-profit organization serving over 13,000 alternative 
investment management investors and professionals in 20 locations through educational, professional leverage and 
philanthropic initiatives. Formed in 2001, 100 Women in Hedge Funds has hosted over 500 industry education 
events globally, connected more than 350 senior women through Peer Advisory Groups and raised over $38 million 
for philanthropic causes in the areas of women's and family health, education and mentoring.  

   
  

 

http://www.100womeninhedgefunds.org/

