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London 

 
 

Where are the distressed opportunities? Dedicated vehicles have been established to focus on Energy and Europe. 
Are they meeting their investors' expectations? Where are the greatest potential opportunities?  
 
Get the latest views on these questions and more from a panel of distressed and restructuring specialists. The 
evening will consist of a panel discussion, followed by networking drinks with your peers.  
 
Participants 
 
Olivier Blechner, Polygon Global Partners LLP 
Peter Marshall, Houlihan Lokey 
Rick Morris, Goldman Sachs 
James Roome, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
Liz Osborne, Moderator, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP  
 
Event Details 
 
Date: May 20, 2015 
Time: 6 PM Registration. 
We will begin promptly at 6:30 PM; please arrive early. Since it is disruptive to everyone when latecomers enter the 
session, those arriving after an education session has begun will only be admitted at the discretion of 100WHF and 
the host. Please note the start time on this invite and plan to arrive early.  
Networking and cocktails will follow. 
Host: Polygon Global Partners LLP 
Location: Prince Philip House 
3 Carlton House Terrace, London, SW1Y 5DG, United Kingdom 
RSVP: RSVP Now  
 
If you have any questions about this event, please contact the London Education Events committee.  
 
This event is NOT FOR ATTRIBUTION. All 100WHF events are private events and we require that no one 
reports publicly on any aspect of them.  
 
Admission to this event is free, but there is a £20 charge if you register and do not attend (even if you 
cancel in advance). No-show proceeds will be donated to The Art Room, the 2015 beneficiary of 100WHF's 
UK philanthropic initiatives.  
 
If you have no-show fees in arrears, the system cannot register you for an event. You can view and pay for any 
outstanding no-show fees online from your Member Profile  
 
Space is limited. No walk-ins will be permitted.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.100womeninhedgefunds.org/pages/event_registration.php?e=962
http://www.100womeninhedgefunds.org/pages/contact_us.php?committee=edulon
http://www.100womeninhedgefunds.org/pages/my_profile.php


Biographies  
  
Olivier Blechner, Chief Investment Officer, Polygon Global Partners LLP 
Olivier Blechner joined Polygon in 2013 and is the Chief Investment Officer of the Polygon Distressed Opportunities 
Fund. Prior to joining Polygon, he was a Research Director at Alden Global Capital where he invested (long and 
short) in distressed debt and equity securities globally. From 2006 to 2008, Olivier was a Partner and Portfolio 
Manager at TPG Credit Management, where he was responsible for its investment activities in the European 
distressed and undervalued leveraged debt space as well as in special situations. From 2004 to 2006, he was Head 
of European Credit Opportunities with Sandell Asset Management, where he made investments across the entire 
credit spectrum, with particular emphasis on distressed, stressed and event-driven credit. Prior to that, Olivier 
concentrated on leveraged finance and rescue financing transactions in the financial restructuring group at Houlihan 
Lokey, and at Credit Suisse First Boston/Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette. Olivier, a Swiss national, received a B.S. in 
Economics from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania in 1998. He is a Trustee of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust. 
 
Peter Marshall, Managing Director, Houlihan Lokey 
Mr. Marshall is a Managing Director and Co-Head of European Restructuring at Houlihan Lokey. He has specialised 
in corporate restructuring and turnaround since the early 1990s, with experience in complex cross-border 
transactions across various jurisdictions and involving combinations of bank debt, high yield and convertible 
instruments. He has considerable experience in advising on the restructuring of private equity owned companies, 
both as company and shareholder advisor and as advisor to creditor groups. Private Equity restructurings which he 
has advised on include Gate Gourmet, The Polestar Group, Welcome Break Group, Ilford Imaging, Christie Tyler, 
Vantico SA, TMD Friction, Kiekert and Damovo Group. Most recent transactions Peter has led include Ineos Group, 
20:20 Mobile Group, JVH Gaming, BorsodChem Zrt and Sea Containers Ltd. Before joining Houlihan Lokey, Mr. 
Marshall was a Co-Head and Managing Director of Close Brothers Corporate Restructuring Group as well as a 
Partner in Grant Thornton's Recovery and Reorganisation department. Mr. Marshall graduated in economics and 
subsequently qualified as a chartered accountant with Grant Thornton. He is a member of R3, the Association of 
Business Recovery Professionals and is also a certified bankruptcy practitioner. 
 
Rick Morris, Managing Director, Goldman Sachs 
Rick Morris is Managing Director and Co-Head of the distressed trading desk at Goldman Sachs in the London 
office, where he focuses on EMEA stressed and distressed credits. Prior to joining Goldman Sachs, Rick was a 
Managing Director on the Global Distressed desk at Merrill Lynch, and prior to that Rick was a corporate 
restructuring attorney at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP. Rick received his law degree from Rutgers 
Law School in 1995 and his undergraduate degree from Rutgers College in 1992. 
 
James Roome, Partner, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
James Roome is an English lawyer who concentrates on U.K. and cross-border insolvency, workouts and 
restructurings. He handles litigation and advises on a wide range of debt and equity investments on behalf of 
financial institution clients. He has advised on numerous restructurings of distressed bonds, notes and loans in 
Europe. Mr. Roome is consistently named as a leading individual by Chambers UK, Chambers Global, Chambers 
Europe, Legal 500, PLC's Cross-Border Restructuring and Insolvency Handbook, Who's Who Legal and IFLR 1000, 
among others. Mr. Roome was admitted as a solicitor in England in 1984 and in Hong Kong in 1985. He is a 
licensed insolvency practitioner. He is a member of INSOL Europe, INSOL International, the City of London Law 
Society (Insolvency Committee), the European Insolvency Practitioners Association, the Insolvency Lawyers' 
Association and a fellow of the Association of Business Recovery Professionals (R3). 
 
Liz Osborne, Partner, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
Liz Osborne is a Partner in Akin Gump's financial restructuring group and concentrates on UK and cross-border 
insolvency, workouts and restructurings. She represents hedge funds, bondholders, institutional lenders, secondary 
market investors and creditor committees in relation to strategic and legal issues concerning their distressed debt 
and special situation investments. Recent representative matters include acting as legal counsel to an informal 
group of holders of shares in Punch Taverns plc and notes issued by Punch Taverns Finance plc; representing the 
ad Hoc Group of Lenders to TP Ferro Concesionaria, S.A.; and advising Nordic Trustee on behalf of an ad hoc 
group of bondholders on the restructuring of the Jasper group. Liz is also advising Nordic Trustee on behalf of an ad 
hoc committee of bondholders on the restructuring of the Noreco Group, one of the first Exploration and Production 
restructurings since the downturn in oil prices. 

 



 
About Polygon Global Partners LLP 
Founded in 2002, Polygon is a global investment firm with offices in London and New York. Polygon is owned by 
Tetragon Financial Group Limited, a Guernsey closed-ended company traded on Euronext Amsterdam N.V. 
("TFG").  
 
As a multi-strategy platform, Polygon seeks to build investment vehicles that leverage its specific areas of expertise 
and track records. Polygon is focused on investing in areas where there is the opportunity for enduring alpha 
generation, and on working with groups and individuals that have demonstrated their ability over different business 
cycles. Polygon's strategies do not compete with one another. While all strategies are targeted, Polygon's 
investment teams collaborate when appropriate, participate in firm wide risk discussions, and share an infrastructure 
platform. This approach allows each team to focus on its opportunities while having the benefit of other market 
perspectives. For each strategy, Polygon seeks to ensure compatibility of the underlying assets and strategy terms 
(e.g. liquidity and capacity) and alignment of its investors' interests with its own. Polygon's approach is to maximize 
investment returns as opposed to assets under management. 
 

 

About 100 Women in Hedge Funds (www.100womeninhedgefunds.org) 
100 Women in Hedge Funds is a global, practitioner-driven non-profit organization serving over 13,000 alternative 
investment management investors and professionals through educational, professional leverage and philanthropic 
initiatives. Formed in 2001, 100 Women in Hedge Funds has hosted close to 500 industry education events globally, 
connected more than 250 senior women through Peer Advisory Groups and raised over $36 million for philanthropic 
causes in the areas of women's health, education and mentoring. 

  

 

http://www.100womeninhedgefunds.org/

